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“THE BLIND MEN AND THE ELEPHANT"

It was six men of Indostan

To learning much inclined,

Who went to see the Elephant
(Though all of them were blind),
That each by observation

Might satisfy his mind.

The First approached the Elephant,
And happening to fall

Against his broad and sturdy side,
At once began to bawl:

“God bless me! but the Elephant
Is very like a wall!”

The Fourth reached out an eager hand,
And felt about the knee.

“What most this wondrous beast is like
Is mighty plain,” quoth he;

“'Tis clear enough the Elephant

Is very like a tree!”

The Second, feeling of the tusk,
Cried, “Ho! what have we here

So very round and smooth and sharp?
To me ‘tis mighty clear

This wonder of an Elephant

Is very like a spear!”

The Fifth, who chanced to touch the
ear,

Said: “E’en the blindest man

Can tell what this resembles most;
Deny the fact who can

This marvel of an Elephant

Is very like a fan!”

The Third approached the animal,
And happening to take

The squirming trunk within his hands,
Thus boldly up and spake:

“I'see,” quoth he, “the Elephant

Is very like a snake!”

The Sixth no sooner had begun
About the beast to grope,

Than, seizing on the swinging tail
That fell within his scope,

“I see,” quoth he, “the Elephant
Is very like a rope!”

And so these men of Indostan
Disputed loud and long,

Each in his own opinion

Exceeding stiff and strong,

Though each was partly in the right,
And all were in the wrong!

Moral: So oft in theologic wars,
The disputants, | ween,

Rail on in utter ignorance

Of what each other mean,

And prate about an Elephant
Not one of them has seen!

US poet John Godfrey Saxe (1816-1887)
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ANNEX Il - A MAP FOR A JOURNEY
THROUGH INTERNET GOVERNANCE
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This map is based on Diplo's research and 5D Telecom infrastructure

training methodology on ICT and Internet
governance developed in the period 1998-2004.
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ANNEX IV — INTERNET GOVERNANCE CUBE

The WHAT axis is related to the ISSUES
of Internet Governance (e.g.
infrastructure, copyright, privacy). It
conveys the multi-disciplinary aspect of
this approach.

The WHO axis of the cube focusses on
the main ACTORS (states, international
organisations, civil society, the private
sector). This is the multistakeholder
side.

The WHERE axis of the cube deals with
the FRAMEWORK in which Internet
issues should be addressed (self-
regulatory, local, national, regional, and
global). This is a multi-layered approach
to Internet Governance.

When we move pieces in our cube we
get the intersection — HOW. This is the
section of the cube that can help us to
see how particular issues should be
regulated, both in terms of cognitive-
legal techniques (e.g. analogies) and in
terms of instruments (e.g. soft law,
treaties, and declarations). For example,
one specific intersection can help us to
see HOW privacy issues (what) should
be addressed by civil society (who) at
the national level (where).

Separate from the Internet Governance
Cube is a fifth component — WHEN.
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